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1 there not an appointed time to man 
2} upon eartb? 


R. CF, CO B, of whoſe death Iam 
defired to take this publick no- 
tice, had a very grand, as well as 

firm and unſhaken belief of the 

8 appointments, and diſpoſals of God 

and I have choſen the paſſage of ſcriprure 

above with ſome view to his-judgment, who 
in the whole courſe of his life, from firſt to 
laſt, acquieſced in God's appointment; both 
filenc'd' and ſatisfy d himſelf in the infinite 

5 of 2 conduct, and apply- 

himſelf to his own - duty, calmly and 
coltifortably reſolved all that befel him into 
the ſovereignty, juſtice, wiſdom, dachi 
neſs, and goodneſs of Gd. 
The words of my text were ſpoken by one 
ſo eminent for his integrity and trials, his 
afflictions and patience, that they are record - 


ed by the Holy Ghoſt for the uſe and benefit 


of all ſucceeding ages and generations of men. 
Job being a perſon of character and ſtation, 
and being ſuddenly reduc'd by providence 


from a high proſperity to verh deep adverſity, 
B Was 


* 
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was ſoon after viſited by ſome friends of his 


=_ 


to him to mourn with him and to comfort him 


on this ſad occaſion*. 'The.loſs of his. eſtate, 
children, and health, touch this good man 


to the quick, and the reflections of his friends. 


ruffled his ſpirit; He opened his mouth after 
ſome days filence and diſtreſs and curſed bis 
day; they reply to him improperly and un- 


kindly, and going on miſtaken. ſuppoſitions, 


inſtead of mitigating. his ſorrows added to 
their weight, and accus d him of fin when 


they ſhould have comforted: him under afffi- 


ction. The preceding chapter is his anfwer 


to one of them, in which he labours to ſhew, 


that he had great reaſon to complain, briſkly. 
reproves him for his raſh and uncharitable cen 
fures, and paſſionately wiſhes to die. O that 


1 might have my requeſt, and that God'nuould: 


grant me the thing that I long for? Even that 
it would pleaſe God to de oy me, that he 


would let looſe his hand and cut me . This 


* 


diſcourſe is carried on in this chapter where 
Fe gives too much vent to paſſions he had 
hithetto bridled, bitterly complains of his 
afflictions as heavy and intolerable, and la- 
bours to excuſe an inordinate deſire of death. 
But he only labours to excuſe what he could 
not well juſtify; ſo far as he was impatient 


he departed from that true greatneſs of mind 


Chap. i. 11. Chap. vü. 8, 9. 
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he had hicherrd diſcovered, and did not pay 
cht duty to his maker which he owed him. 
Inordinace defire of life or death is criminal; 
the greateſt aſfluence of outward good cannot 
juſtify the one, nor the heavieſt afffictiĩon ex- 
cuſe the other; we are the creatures of God 


who may doubtleſs do what he will with his 


own. Submiſſion is our duty, and reſtleſs 
complaint our weakneſs and ſhame. Beſides, 
man is a ſinner; What is man, that be ſhoulll 
he clean? And be that is born of a woman, 
bat be ſhould be righteous ©? Now affliction is 
the puniſhment of fin, Moral evil as natu- 
rally produces penal evil as a corrupt tree 


brings forth corrupt fruit, or an impure foun- 


tain ſends forth polluted ſtreams. They who 
ſow iniquity may expect to reap the fruit of 
it, All the eaſe and health we enjoy, and all 
the diſeaſes and adverſity we efcape in this 
world of fin and miſery, is owing to God's 
forbearance, and therefore all men as well as 
Fob ſhould labour to impreſs their hearts 
with that juſt and ſerious expoſtulatioh, 


Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man 


for the puniſhment of his fins“? : 

The text being put by way of queſtion 
does but more ſtrongly affirm the truth it de- 
clares, q. d. Is there not an appointed time 


c fur man upon earth? Yes, there is; I amn 
% very ſure of it; God himſelf moſt certaih- 
L ly knows it, and you who bear fo very 


aid 3 —_— 


2 
rr 
4 cats 


te hard upon your afflicted friend have nd 
« reaſon to diſbelieve it; why therefore 
&© ſhould you ſo ſeverely reprove me for wiſh- 


ing my time of trial over? And ſo cruelly 


<«. cenſure me for earneſtly deſiring the accom- 
e pliſhment of my warfare? Does not a ſer- 
te vant earneſtiy defire the ſhadow, and an bire- 
* ling look for the reward of his work I 
© with. much more reaſon defire death as my 
e releaſe from labour and ſorrow; and God 
© knows, my miſerable days and weariſome 
& nights, my loathſome fleſh and broken 
c ſkin, the pains of my body, and the an- 
te ſirable to me than light is to them who 
watch for the morning, or the darkneſs of 


ee night to them who are tired with labour.“ 


« Or thus, I do indeed paſſionately wiſh, 
* and very much long and defire to die; and 
who that endures ſuch acute and compli- 


* cated miſery can do otherwiſe ? but mi- 


* {take me not, as if I imagined the time ap- 


pointed by the great God could be antici- 
<6 pated; I know it can't; I don't indulge ſo 


« vain an imagination; but yet preſſing grief 


de, will have vent, and if mine were weighed 
it would be beavier than the ſand of the ſea ; 
t for the arrows of the almighty are within 
& me," the poiſon whereof drinketh up my ſpi- 


« its. Sorrows like mine therefore will fall 


“ the heart with bitterneſs, and perhaps 


Ver. 2. and following. = 
| > 4 break 


„ guiſh of my mind, make death more de- ; 


| 
; 
1 
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it break out into a not quite ſa ad- 
& viſable; but to him that it afflicted. pity 

c ſhould be ſhewed from bis. friend*;. you 


& ſhould bear with my complaints, and 
e oblige me to, ſwallow up — 
<« either will not, or cannot help me. 

That I may come more directly to che 
point I haye in view I will enquire a little 
more particularly, 


not 


; 1 80 


J. How this oropolition, may bs under- 
\ ſtood? 


II. On what grounds the truth of it relies? 


III. And how it may be A and Ms 
« applied? 


I. How may this W be under- 


ſtood ? It muſt, I think, be underſtood to 


affirm and eſtabliſh this truch, That God ap- 
points the time of every man's coming into, 


and continuance in the preſent world; that 


the events which befal him, whether proſpe- 
rous or adverle, are under a divine direction, 
and that he who is the Creator and Lord 
of man has a particular care about his lite ; 
that the world and its events ever were and 


will be inſpected and conducted by him that 


made it; the lives of its moſt conſiderable in- 


habitants a principal part of his care; and 


that to ſuppoſe God's exiſtence and perfecti- 


on, to ue him * and righteous, 


i Ver. 14 i Ver. 3. 


l | and 


6 A Stxmon on the Death 
and yet to exclude him from any intereſt and 
concern in his own world, under a pretence 
that this is inconſiſtent with his feliciry and 
tranquility, is unreaſonable and abſurd. Such 
a man as > muſt, one ſhoufd think, well 
underſtand the propriety and fitneſs of an 
omniſcient, all-wiſe, and infinitely powerful 
and * merciful Creator's preſerving and go- 
verning his creatures, and guarding and guid- 
ing their lives and actions. That the conti- 
nuance of all men in this world is God's ap- 
ointment; and the lives of all good men his 
ſpecial and pecaliar care: And by putting 
he propoſition under preſent conſideration in 
the way of queſtion, he affirms this ſtrongly, 
and, as it were, derides as well as denies the 
contrary ſuppoſition of a blind fate, or capri- 
cious fortune, having any thing to do with 
God's world, and eſpecially with the reaſon- 
able and immortal part of his creation. It 
ſeems very plain, that thus much is ry 
imported in this text, and that Job, who was 


a man of great wiſdom, and obtained from his 
Maker a very excellent character, does here 
expreſly and undoubtedly affert the doctr ine 


bf providence, eſpecially with reference to the 
Tife of man. And it ſhould ſeem, that with 
an ordinary degree of underſtanding it might 
be juſtly concluded, that the author of our 


life is the diſpoſer of it, that all men are con- 
tinued in this world juſt ſo long as he ſees fit 


who ſent them into it; and that-it cannot 
well be doubted, whether there is ſuch an 
| appoint» 
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appointment as that in my £ 
by whom it is made ? jut that this doctrine 
may not be perverted, or de much as miſun- 
derſtood, I proceed to obſerve, oo. 
"Thar it muſt; not be ſuppoſed to deny. or 
diſcourage. the uſe. of appointed means for 
preſerving the life of man, ts bur rather to war- 
rant and requixe it; foraſmuch as it appears 
that God has ſettled and eſtabliſhed a certain 
order and connection between cauſes and ef- 
fects, or means and ends, and uſually accom- 
pliſhes his purpoſes without diſturbing the 
order of nature; ſo that when it is hide man's 
life is continued by God's appointment, it 
ſuppoſes that it ſhould be continued in the 
way he has preſcribed (viz.) by daily bread, 
not by perpetual miracle, in the uſe of means, 
not in the neglect of them, and by prudent 
and reaſonable care, not without, much leis 
in „ppoſition to it; and whatſoever may be 
pretended by ſome for the ſake of cavelliugy 


it is evident that all men in their wats ak ang 5 


practiſe accordingly. Again, 

Unlawful means ſucceſsfully uſed ro pros 
cure untimely, or violent death, oppoſes not 
this doctrine; nor does it at all weaken. its 
farce, foraſmuch as the purpoſe of God de- 
ſtroys not the liberty of man, neceſſitares no 
anes evil action or wicked intention, nor does 
it or can it oblige the Almighty forcibly to 
hinder men from uſurping a forbidden paw- 
er over their own lives, or thoſe of others; 
it is ſufficient that they know whet #5 ec, 

K aa 
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8 A SgrMoN en the Death 
and what the Lord requires of them ; that 
they know by reaſon and revelation that they' 
ſhould not kill; that every man is obliged to 
1 uſe all lawful means for preſerving his own: 
life, and the life of others; and that all mur- 
derers are accountable to God, themſelves, 
and others, for their unjuſt and cruel beha- 

itt viour. But ſtill, God's purpoſe effectually 

tit ſecures his own end; his will lies not at the 
9 mercy of his creatures; his appointment is 

| | not to be fruſtrated by a finite power; infi- 
ö nite foreſight and reflection will infallibly 
and for ever ſecure God from diſappointment 


— 


| in all poſſible caſes; and it is moſt certain 
that he can, and will, and does, as, and 
when he pleaſes, over-rule the actions and 
purpoſes of free agents without deſtroying 
their liberty. If the greateſt ſcripture autho- 
rity may be allowed to determine this point, 
it is ſettled at once both by our Saviour and 
his Apoſtle. Pilate, in the trial of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to magnify his own authority, and 
reflect on the ſilence of our Lord, ſays, Know- 
eft thou not, that I have power to crucify thee, 
and have power ts releaſe thee ? Jeſus anſiver- 
| ea, Thou couldſt have no power at all againſt 
'F me except it were given thee from above®, In 
b which our Lord reminds this magiſtrate that 
| his power was both limitted and controul- 
able; that God is the fountain of power, and 
the powers that be are derived from, ordained 


En — ney 3 N 
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<> A * + — + 
8 


h John xix. 10, 11. 


7 by, 


of Foun Jacos, ; 9 
by, and ſubject to him; and as they never 
ought to go any further than his law directs, 
ſo they never can go any further than his 
providence permits them. Pilate, perſuaded 
of the innocency of Jeſus Chriſt, laboured to 
diſcharge him, but out of intereſt and fear at 
length condemns him: And the apoſtle Peter 
afterwards, in the review of this tranſaction, 
which was a mighty event, and had great 
conſequences, conſiders it both as God's act 
and that of the Fews, making no doubt but 
they ated herein freely and wickedly, while 
yet they were fulfilling the determinate coun- 
ſel and foreknowledge of God. Ye men of Iſrael 
hear theſe words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you, by miracles, and 
wonders, and figns, which God did by him in 
the midſt of you, as ye your ſelves alſo know © 
Him, being delivered, by the determinate coun- 
ſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, _ 
and by wicked hands have crucified and flain', ® 
Again, e al 

It is very wrong to uſe. this doQtrine as an 
excuſe for impatience under, affliction, or to 
caſt it as a reflection upon God, that he has 
appointed men their time on earth, and made 
it neceſſary that they ſhould ſuffer for ſuch 
a ſpace, and won't ler them die and. be ar 
reſt ; foraſmuch as all men are ſinners, and 
ſuffer only the fruit and puniſhment of ſin, 
whatever pains and miſeries we endure they 
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10 A SRM ON on the Death 
are all deſerved; whatever evil we fear or 
feel it is but the effect of our own guilt; we 
do but reap what we have ſowed; and this is 
a full anſwer to all exclamation and impa- 
tience, and ſhould put a final end to murmur- 
ing and diſcontent. Will any man ſay, that 
God has wronged him, or owes him ought ? 
That he is innocent or perfect? That he ſuf- 
fers unjuſtly, or more than his iniquities have 
deſerved? If not, he ſhould be filent and ſub- 
miſſive, lay his hand on his heart, and ſuffer 
Not an open rebellion, or a ſecret murmur 
4 againſt the conduct of providence to ariſe 
* there. Beſides, all afflicted good men will 
be ſuitably ſupported; if they are humble, pa- 
I | tient ſufferers, God will aſſiſt them under 
[1 their trials, and in a little time certainly and 
þ amply reward them ; and whatever their 
ms character be, they have a mixture of good 
If with their evil, ſome proſperous events, and 
1 * chearful days, and ſmiling providences, on 
account of. which it is but reaſonable and 
grateful to ſay, Shall we receive good at the 
7 of the Lord, and ſhall we not alſo receive 

evi 
Finally, Should any abuſe this doctrine, 
by ſaying, our time being appointed, and not 
n our power to increaſe or ſhorten, we may 
lll it up as we liſt, giving way to every wan- 
FF ton and furious inclination, and live at all 
Wl |  . adventures, without reflection and reſtraint, 
W 1 ttmis will ſoon appear ſo diſhonourable to hu- 
man nature, and ſo great a diſcredit to the 
. 1 TT Treaſon 


>. 
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reaſon and diſcretion of ſober men, as well as 
offenſive. to God, and diſreſpectful to his 
laws, that it deſerves no other particular con- 
futation. * 55 

The ſenſe of this propoſition being now 
ſufficiently ſettled, I proceed to ſhew, 


II. The grounds on which the truth of it 
relies. And they are, 1 4 

1. The being and perfections of God. The 
knowledge and power of God makes it both 
poſſible and eaſy for him to preſerve and go- 


vern the world; and his wiſdom and righte- 


ouſneſs lead us to conclude, that he will nor, 
and cannot leave its affairs and events to 
chance and uncertainty. A general and par- 
ticular providence may be fairly inferr'd from 


the infinite perfections of God; and one would 


think natural reaſon, left to its free uſe, 
would perceive it to be an idle thing to talk 
of this as an incumbrance on ſuch a powerful 


and perfect being; nor can it well be fu 


pos'd, that God created the world, without 
concluding, that he rules and governs it, 
This carries in the very face of it a diſho- 


nourable imputation, and therefore Ariftotle, 


the great oracle of pagan N being 
greatly puzzled about the doctrine of provi- 
dence, at length deny'd it; but then fore- 


ſeeing the difficulties juſt mentioned he deni- 


ed the world's creation alſo, and concluded, 
chat it exiſted from all eternity, * 


1 ; . ; 
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2. The difficulties on the contrary ſuppoſi- 
tion are inſuperably great, and everlaſtingly 
puzzling, and the conſequences are terrible 
to reaſon, as well as deſtructive of all religi- 
on. He who ſuppoſes the world and its af- 
fairs to be without divine direction and go- 
vernment, and that the ſeveral parts of the 
creation, and the events of time, are not ob- 


jects about which providence is employed, 
will find himſelf greatly embarraſſed upon 


many occaſions; and he who ſuppoſes the 
life of man to be no particular part of God's 
care, will find it very hard to give any reaſon- 
able and ſatisfactory account how it began, or 
how it is continued in the midſt of ſo many 


accidents, diſeaſes, and diſaſters, to which it 


is evidently and continually expoſed. Sure I 
am, it is much the wiſeſt and the ſafeſt way; 
the moſt reaſonable and the moſt dutiful to 
Almighty God, to ſuppoſe and believe, that 


5 his kingdom ruleth over all, and that in him 


we live, and move, and bave our being, And 
this leads me to add, 


3. That the word of God ſertles this point 


upon a firm and immoveable foundation: It 


ſtrongly aſſerts the doctrine of providence; 


informs us how and by whom it is admini- 


ſter d; who, and what are the objects, and 
the inſtruments of it, and ſets it out in a 
moſt beautiful and infinite variety of parts 


and paſſages, and a vaſt and boundleſs extent. 


The ſcripture opens an amazing ſcene of this 


Lind to ſerious and inquiſitive minds, and in- 


vites 


pen ze Faun rum., ® Pla ali 8. 


; % Joux Jacos, Ei; 13. 


vites our ſearch, and rewards our inquiry 


with the higheſt pleaſure, and the trueſt ad. 


vantage; here we read, not only, That God 
upholdeth all tbings by tbe word of his power; 


that by him they all conſiſt; that be is Lord of 


all; and, who is be that ſaith, and it cometh 
to paſs, when the Lord commandeth it not? 
But we find the whole revelation to be an en- 
tertaining account of the proof, deſcription, 
and hiſtory of providence, and deſigned to 
lead us into ſentiments and practices ſuitable 
to the perfections of God employed herein; 
and it points our to us the very particular re- 
gard which providence has to the life of man, 
direCting us on this ſuppoſition to faith, pati- 


ence, truſt, and particular prayer, and for- 


bidding carefulneſs, diſcontent, ſloth, immo- 
derate ſorrow, and ſuch like chings, as are 
evidently the weakneſs and reproach of our 
nature. Moſes ſetting forth the providence of 
God, ſays, my thou baſt been our dwelling- 
place in all generations * (i. e.) preſerved — 
lives, and been our refuge and ſhelter in all 


our wandring and unſettled condition. The 


devout pſalmiſt calls God, in a way of truſt 
and appeal, the God of his life", and the ſtrength 
of his life” ; and frequently commits it to him 
to be preſerved in danger, and to be reſcued 
from deſtruction; and thus he tells us, thar 


with God is the fountain of life; that God pro- 
Jongeth life; that be holdeth our ſoul in life; 


"Thee 
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that he gave their life over to the peſtilence; 
and that he who loves and honours him be will 
deliver ; ſet him on high, anſwer him, be with 
him in trouble, ſatisfy him with long life, and 
ſhew him his ſalvation. Solomon obſerves, 
that a man's beart deviſeth his way, but the 
Lord directeth his ſtepsb. The prophet ſays, 
with a view to the life and happineſs of God's 
afflicted people, O Lord, I know that the 
way of man is not in himſelf, it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his fleps , i. e. our life 
and happineſs is neither in our enemies hands 
nor in our own; they can't oppreſs us with- 
out the permiſſion of providence, nor we 
deliver or preſerve our ſelves without its Aſ- 
{168 ſiſtance. Our bleſſed Saviour teaches his di- 
1. ſciples to depend upon providence, and to 
11 avoid all reſtleſs ſolicitude, immoderate love 
of this world, and diſtracting care about pre- 
* ſent life, by obſerving to them, That man's 
life confiſteth not in the abundance of the things 
| which he poſſeſſeth o; (i. e.) neither its com- 
fort nor its continuance. That God takes 
all needful care about the life of man, and 
18 about creatures much below him, and things 
If | of leſs conſequence, ſuch as the fowls of the 
. air, and even the graſs of the field; and there- 
101 fore their care was needleſs, unprofitable and 

1 hurtful; and ſo far as it was immoderate it 
was diſhonourable to their heavenly Father, 
and acting as Heathens, who acknowledge 
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not a divine providence, and know no other 
life or world but the preſent. Take no thought 
for your life: Is not the life more than meat? 
Behold the fowls of the air, your heavenly Fa- 
ther feedeth them. . Which of you, by taking 
thought, can add one cubit to his flature ? Or 
Age. Therefore take no thought, no impru- 
dent, ſolicitous thought about the length, 
happineſs, or events of life, for after all theſe 
things do the Gentiles; or as ſaint Luke calls 
them, the nations of the world ſeek, and your 
heavenly father knoweth that ye have need of 
all theſe things *, (i. e.) your life is his care, 
and you may be very ſecure that he will ſup. 
ort and defend it. With this view the apo- 
le Paul dire&s the Philippians to be careful 
for nothing, (i. e.) witha diſtruſtful ſolicitude, 
or with any other but a provident care, buf 
in every thing by prayer and ſupplication, with 
thankſgiving, make you requeſts known unto 
God ; and the peace of God, which paſſeth all 
underſtanding, ſhall keep: your hearts *, (i. e.) 
the fruit of this firm and humble dependance 
upon providence, and application to God by 
daily prayer, will be calmneſs and tranquility 
of mind, and that peace and compoſure of 
ſpirit which adorns the Chriſtian character, 
and which they who are inordinately fond of 
worldly things neither know how to value or 
obtain. St. Peter, to the like purpoſe, advi- 
ſes Chriſtians to caſt all their care upon God, 


Matt. vi. 28. and following, Phil. iv. 6, 7. 
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for he careth for them , (i. e.) whatſoever dif- 
ficulties occur in the courſe of life apply your 
ſelves to God with a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
in order to remove them, or ſupport you un- 
der them. And the apoſtle James reproves 
choſe who form projects for traffick and gain 
without acknowledging, and depending on 
providence, by ſetting before them the vaſt 
uncertainty of all things future, the many 
accidents which may diſappoint the moſt like- 
ly ſchemes, and the great frailty of life ir ſelf: 
Go fo now, or ſee and conſider now, ye that 
fay, to day or to morrow we will go into ſuch a 
city, and continue there a year, and buy and ſell 
and get gain; whereas ye know not what ſhall 
be on the morrow ; for what is your life? It 
7s even a vapour that. appeareth for a little 
time and then vaniſheth away; for that, or 
whereas, ye ought to ſay, if the Lord will we 
ſhall live and do this or that *, ] will cloſe 
this head by obſerving, that the ſcripture in- 
forms us, that providence makes the whole 
creation its charge; it directs the heavens, 
bounds the ſea, preſides in the air, commands 
the winds, balances the clouds, changes the 
weather, adorns and enriches the earth, and 
en and food for the birds and 
beaſts; nay, it extends to, comparatively, 
- - {mall affairs, and events of little moment, and 
© ee muſt needs guard and ſupport the 
life of man, which is, in God's account, 


PR. Ty Pet. v. 7. t James iv. 3, 14, 15. 0 ; 
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much more conſiderable: With this reference 
our Saviour obſerves, that ſparrows, which | 
are ſo inconſiderable, as that fo of them are | 
ſold for a farthing, or the tenth part of the 
Roman penny, don't fall to the ground without | 

| 


* 


our Father ; and the very hairs of the head are 
all number d, and therefore, fear not them , | 
that Eill the body *, q. d. that providence which | 
concerns it felf abour lictle things will never 
be wanting in its care about the life of man. 
4. Plain experience, and the evident courſe 
of things, proves, that there is an appointed 
cime for men upon earth. They who have 
moſt ro do with the lives and health of men 
are often conſtrained to grant this, when they 
ſee the different effect of the ſame means and 
medicines on different perſons in like circum- 
ſtances; nor can we live any conſiderable 
time in this world without ſeeing or hearing 
of remarkable preſervation or diſappoinment, 
unexpected deliverance or unforeſeen deſtru- 
ction, in which the elements, the lower cre- 
ation, our fellow-creatures, or ſpirits either 
good or evil, are the inſtruments or miniſters * 
of providence. See how ſtrongly and ele- 
gantly Solomon expreſſes this thought: 1 re 
turned and ſaw under the fun, that the race 
is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the firong, 
neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to 
men of underſtanding, nor yet favour to m 
Skill, bur time and chance happeneth ib 
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. all; for man alſo knoweth not his time, as the 


ſhes that are taken in an evil net, and as the 


birds that are caught in the ſnare, ſo are the 


fons of men feared in an evil time, when it fall= 
eth ſuddenly upon them“; q. d. things which 
ſeem caſual are really providential ; probable 
expectations are frequently diſappointed ; 
men well qualified don't always ſucceed; 


conſiderable things are obtained ſometimes by 


people no way qualified to procure them : 
There is a ſecret inviſible power which either 
bleſſes or blaſts us, and which preſerves or 


deftroys our life and happineſs; and though 


man has more knowledge than other crea» 
tures, yet as to future events he is ignorant 
as well as they; and after all his contrivance 
and perplexicy of mind ſhall be diſappointed; 
it may be at laſt, as the fiſhes which are caught 


in an evil net, or the heedleſs birds in the 


ſnare of the fowler. 


Laſtly, We our ſelves may perceive this to 


be a fic and proper appointment, for who 


ſhould determine the time of life but the Lord 


of it? Who continue and conclude it but he 
who gave it ? By whoſe order we drew our 


firſt breath in this world, by his, in all 
reaſon, ſhould we draw our laſt: No one 
elſe hath ability or right to act and appoint 
here. If it be at all fit that the life of man 
ſhould be in any hands, it is eaſy to ſee whoſe 


J Eccleſ, ix. 11, 12, 
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they ſhould be; if in the hands of our friends 
it would probably be too long; if in our ene-- 
mies as much too ſhort; and if in our own it 
would be either raſhly thrown away in ſome 
fit of diſappointment and vexation, or im- 
meaſurably prolonged through the fear of 
our diſſolution. Beſides, if this were not the 
caſe, what would become of good people in 
this dangerous and croubleſome world? How , 
would their lives be ſecured, or their rran- 
quility maintained ? Providence is the grand 
defence and ſhelter of the pious and faithful, 
and firm and unſhaken truſt and confidence 
in it their never failing encouragement and 
ſupport. This belief is a good man's ſheer 
anchor which keeps him ſteady in adverſity, 
and holds his ſoul in the ſtorms and dangers 
of the preſent life. Thus the pious pſalmiſt, 
under the reproaches and oppreſſion of his 
enemies, teaches us the propriety and benefit 
of believing and confiding in providence, 1 
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: have heard the flander of many, fear was on 

* every fide, they deviſed to take away my life, 
W but I truſted in thee, O Lord; I ſaid, thou 
r art my God, my times are in thy bands, deli- 

Wn ver me from the hand of my enemies, and from 

= them that perſecute me; make thy face to ſhine ; 
ne || upon thy ſervant: Save me for thy mercies = 
an fake *, 2 
le 


* Plalm XXIi. 14, 15, 16. 
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_ APPLICATION. 


1. This ſubje& may lead us prudently to 
J conſider our preſent condition ; we are upon 
1 earth (i. e.) we are by God's appointment in 
18 a ſtate of ſervice and trial; we are where 
0 providence has ordered us for a while to be, 
| and for a wiſe purpoſe and end, notyetina 
condition of perfect reſt, nor in the regions 
of darkneſs aud torment, one or other of 
which is to be our future ſtate ; how fit and 
neceſſary is it therefore that we duly conſider 
this, and exerciſe and employ our ſelves ac 
cordingly. The words may be read, Is there 
not an appointed warfare for men upon earth? 
And ſo they intimate, that good people are 
[as ſoldiers, who are to uſe themſelves to hard- 
ſhip and fatigue, who are not to refuſe pain- 
ful and dangerous marches, nor be backward 
. to face or fight their enemy; who ſhould be 
pProperly equipp'd and inur'd to action, be 
brave and valiant, and fear nothing but pu- 
ſillanimity and diſhonourable flight. 
2. This is a plain reaſon for diligence and 
patience in the appointed work and trials of 
life. Our time being given us for ſervice, 
and being limitted by providence, and at 
moſt but ſhort, ſhould be properly uſed and 
well fill'd up, and care ſhould be taken, 
and inquiry made, whether it will bear our 
ſerious, frequent, and impartial reflection. 
We ſhould not be fothful in bufineſs, but fer- 
Ker» 1 vent 
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vent in ſpirit, ſerving the La; not inordi- 
nately fond of the poſſeſſionſ or pleaſures of 


this world; not ſet too much upon the gra- 


tification of appetite, and indulging the low-- 
er and leſs noble powers of our nature; not 
cumber d about many things, but conſider that 
one thing is needful ; temperate in the uſe of 
thoſe things which God gives us richly and 
largely to enjoy; uſing our ſelves to modera- 
tion and avoiding excels, and being ſo diſ- 
creet as to ſee that time and buſineſs proceed 
and be likely to finiſh together. If our way 


through this world be ſmooth and pleaſanc 


we ſhould be ſo much the more chearful and 
diligent in the ſervice of God; and if it be 
rough and troubleſome, we ſhould be ſo 
much the more patient and brave, foraſmuch 
as our aſſiſtances and ſupports are neither 
few nor ſmall, and our rewards are ſure and 
near, glorious and immortal. Nothing is 
more diſhonourable and criminal than fret- 
fulneſs and floth; nothing more reputable, 
and highly acceptable to God, than diligence, 
and patient continuance in well-doing. 

3. This may account for that which is 
oftentimes a difficulty with us (i. e.) why 
ſome. arrive at, and beyond, the ordinary rate 
of man's life, and others come far ſhort of - 
that meaſure. Intemperance and indiſcre- 
tion on one fide, and moderation and care 
on the other, may ſometimes afford a ſuffici- 


ent reaſon for this, but not always; for it 


ſo happens, that the leſs likely to live are 
O22 ___ ns 
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continued to old age, and the more ſtrong 

and promiſing cut off before they have lived 
out half their days. Children of the ſame. 
parents ſhall ſome- exceed, others come far 
ſhort of their meaſure. People not only of 
different, but as far as we know, of like con- 
ſtitutions, die, ſome old, others young; ſome 
ſnhatter'd with diſeaſes, others in the fulneſs 
of their ſtrength, and all the vigor of nature; 
nay, people in the ſame diſtempers, and with 
the ſame aſſiſtances and methods of cure, 
ſome recover, others drop: Can the ſons of 
art always account for this? Or will they ſo 
much as pretend it to be without difficulty? 
Don't they often miſtake when they thought 
themſelves ſure? And miſcarry where they 
were confident of ſucceſs ? It is ſaid, and in 
a qualified ſenſe, yery truly, no man lives 
becauſe he is young, nor dies becauſe he is 
old. The uſe of appointed means, and all 
reaſonable prudent care to preſerve life, is, no 
doubt, our duty; and ſo it is to believe, that 
the beginning, progreſs, and period of it is 
God's appointment; „eee he giveth to alt 
life, and breath, and all things; and bath 
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth : And hath deter- 
mined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation “. Nor is provi- 
. dence without its myſteries in the preſent 
Caſe any more than nature, foraſmuch as to 


Acts xvii. 25, 25. N 
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the wiſe and the unwiſe, the pious and pro- 
fane, to him that feareth God, and to him 
that derideth his providence, the event which 
happeneth, to all outward appearance, is one 
and the ſame; all outward things, life and 
death, happineſs and miſery, are indifferent- 
ly diſpenſed by providence; one dieth in bis 
full ſtrength, being wholly at eaſe and quiet; 
his breaſts full of milk, and bis bones moiſtened 
with marrow; another dieth in the bitterneſs 
F bis foul, and never eateth with pleaſure *. 
Pious, uſeful, and exemplary people, die in 
the midſt of their days and uſefulneſs, and 
thoſe of a quite contrary character and tem- 
per live long and at eaſe; They are not in 
trouble like other men, neither are they plagued 
like other men. This, and all that befals 
every man as to his life and death, is, and 
| mult be left to the order and appointment of 
God, Seeing his (i. e.) man's, all, and every 
man's, days are determined, the number of. his 
c months are with thee, thou haſt appointed his 
: bounds that he cannot paſs ®. „ 
5 4. This ſhould ſatisfy us as to the removal 
a of men from this to the other world, and ir 
b ſhould filence all complaints with reſpe& 
4 either to their character, ſtation, age, or dif>, 


eaſes; the time of their departure; the man- 
be ner of it; and any other circumſtance at- 
2 tending it; having done our duty as to ad- 
L vice, means of help, and humble, ſolicitous, 
to | . 


> Job w. 23, 20. 23. Pfl. ii. 5, Job adv. f. ; 
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particular prayer, we ſhould acquieſce in the 
6 and Uiſpoſal of Providence. ren 


Thus did che excellent perſon of wiki 1 
am now to give ſome account, and whoſe de- 
firable life ſo many, with great reaſon, wifn- 
ed to have been p {if it had pleaſed 
God) into many more years of uſefulneſs in 
this world; for though Mr. Jacob was only 
a private man, and affected to be ſo, and was 
not to be perſuaded to aſſume any publick 
character in any part of his life, yet he was a 
private man of uncommon capacity, and far 
beyond the ordinary meaſure and attainments 
of mankind. He had a very clear and com- 
prehenſive underſtanding, and a quick and 
lively apprehenſion, ſoon took in the whole 
compaſs of a cafe, and diſcovered on many 
_ occaſions great penetration. With great ſo- 
lidity of judgment he had a ſingular readineſs, - 
elearneſs, and propriety of expreſſion, which 
eaſily conveyed his thoughts, and greatly re- 
commended him to men of bufineſs and of 
figure. He was obſerved to ſee into a diffi- 
culty in an inſtant, and his way out of it al- 
moſt as ſoon, and was very happy in contri- 
ving a proper expedient, and guarding againſt 
a a probable inconvenience on all occafions; he 

knew'men as well as things, and enter'd dee 
into the defigns of thoſe he had to do with; 
and when he judg'd it neceſſary he ſpoke and 
acted under a guard, which was often ſo ſe- 
| cret as not to be perceived, and almoſt al- 
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ways ſo ſtrong as not to be broke through; 
He quickly ſaw his point in all matters of 
buſineſs, and had ſurprizing turns by which 
to come at it, and had a happy way of lead: 
ing thoſe who differ'd from him, by eaſy 
ſteps, into his ſentiments, wiſely and genteel- 
ly, or elſe handſomly ſhewed them their 
mit! OB 

He was very happy in a natural calmheſ 
and ſerenity of mind, and by cultivating this 
lived a great part of his life with a moſt ami- 
able 401 exemplary evenneſs and cheerfulneſs 
of temper ; great events neither tranſported 


nor dejected him; he was neither elated by 


proſperity nor ruffled by diſappointments; he 
kept the poſſeſſion of himſelf, and was hard- 
ly ever at a loſs in any exigence, either how 
to act himſelf or how to adviſe others. 

His acquaintance, I believe, were general- 
ly ſenfible of his great civility and courteſys 
be had a ſoft and fine addreſs, and a moſt 
genteel and grateful ſpiric; and though his 
ſuperiority to moſt men was very viſible, yet 
he had a fine condeſcenſion and candor, and 
a great degree of mildneſs and ſweetneſs of 
diſpoſition, eſpecially before his conſtitution 


was broken by grief and diſeaſes, and the ſo- 
veral powers of nature weaken'd by the fre- 


quent artacks and returns of diſtemper. He 
was a very uſeful man in the world, and 
went through a great deal of buſineſs with 
great probity and honour: He was greatly 


truſted, and was very diſcreet and faithful. 
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He thought that integrity ſhould. run like a 
golden thread through the ſeveral parts and 
ſtages of every good man's life; and that all 
ſuch people were bigbly valuable in any ſta; 
tion or profeſſion who had an upright view 
without the evil mixtut of ſowerneſs or 
craft. 

For a good number of years he bad many 
and very great affairs upon his hands, and he 
then uſed himſelf to great application and di- 
ligence; but he would ſometimes unbend, 
and in his leiſure hours was a very chearful 
companion, and would entertain his friends 
with - pleaſant diſcourſe, many inſtructive 
paſſages, and ſometimes ſurprizing turns of 
wit. 

Hie lay under very few obligations to others, 
but was remarkably bountiful and charitable. ; 
His great benevolence made him the common 
refuge of the diſtreſſed both for counſel and 
relief; his heart and his purſe being open to 
objects of miſery without diſtinction. He 
did a vaſt deal of good, and he did it in a 
moſt becoming manner, which render'd his 
friendſhip the common claim of all his ac- 
quaintance. I believe his great liberality will 
well warrant. my application of Job's ac- 
count of his proſperity and honour, to this 
great friend and lover of mankind: When 
"tbe ear heard. him it bleſs'd bim, and when 
the eye ſaw him it gave witneſs to bim; be de- 
livered the poor that cried, and the ſatberleſi, 
— bim that had none to wed bim ; 3 the bleſ- 


3 
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him, and be cauſed the” widows hears to fing 


for joy Hie put on rigbteouſneſt and ir clothed 


him; his judgment was at'a robe and a diadem; 
(i. e.) his uprightneſs and compaſſion were 
his ornament and honour. He was eyes tothe 
blind; and feet to the lame, 4 father 0 the 


Poor, and the cauſe be knew not (i. e.) which 


was difficult to be underſtood, he ſearched: 
out ; and be brake the jaws of the wicked, and 
plucked the ſpoil out 'of his teeth . (i. e.) he de- 
ſtroyed the power of the oppreſſor, and made 
him reſtore what he had wrongfully taken 


away. I ought now to add, that thobgh he 


was rich in goòd works he affected ſecrecy in 
his charities, and Hated oſtentation and 1788 
// r 

He had a great reverence of God and of 
divine appointments, and was a truly good 
and religious man, living ſoberly, righteouſ- 
ly, and godly, in the world. His tenderneſs 
of ſpirit made him very receptive of good 
impreſſions. He was a lover of God and of 
good people from his youth; and wickedneſs in 


all the branches ar appearances of it was his 


averſion and dread. He judg'd' in matters 


of religion as men of wiſdom and experience 
n temper 


ſhould, and generally do (i. % 


and nidferation but he had a great appre- 
henſion of the excellency of the Chriſtian re- 


velation, and ſenſe of the . and im- 
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portance of it, and both firmly believed it, 
and thankfully received it, as a moſt wiſe 
and gracious proviſion for depraved, guilty, 
impotent, and miſerable creatures; though 
he was as far as any man from reſtraining a 
ſober enquiry into matters of revelation, yet 
he was always againſt extremes, and had a 
great diſlike of extravagant notions, and 
peoples indulging in theſe matters to curioſi- 
ty and conceit. He thought the Diſſenting 
intereſt an honeſt — which ought to 
be owned and ſupported, and he was accord- 
ingly a Proteſtant Diſſenter, and ſtatedly at- 
2 both at London and here i in our aſſem- 
blies, and was for ſome time paſt in full 
communion. But not the Diſſenting intereſt 
only have a great loſs in his abilities and libe- 
rality, but all his acquaintance, the world, 
and the church of God. Mo oh en apy; 
1 bave obſerved Mr. Jacob to give great 
3 in the courſe of his life, to the 
conduct of providence; he thought he might 
well do ſo, foraſmuch as he ſet out in life 
with no advantage, and was for ſeveral years, 
in the earlier part of it, Nader great tempta- 
tion, to have continued with a maſter who 
never made any figure in his profeſſion; but 
by bis motber's aſſiſtance (of whoſe wiſdom 
he would often ſpeak, and of his great obli- 
gation to her for the care ſhe took of his edu- 
cation) he got out of that ſervice, and after 
confiderable application and diligence for 
Joine time, was * 2 by the di- 
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in all the relations of life. 


vine dire@ion, inte the, ſerviae;of thaſe who. 
were eminent in their profeſſion, and quickly. 


diſcover'd his genius and furniture. Here he roſe, 
in a ſhort time into great e 


of underſtanding and fortune; and from th 
period he reckon'd his advancement to com- 
mence, which led him to ſay, in a late diſ- 
courſe concerning this and the other life, 
« As to the future life I firmly believe it, 
« and expect my greateſt happineſs in it. I 
% know but little of it indeed, but I am 

very ſure, that God who raiſed, me; out f 
_ obſcurity, and took ſo much care of mie in 
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« and J hope he will!“ => op 


He lived, after he married, with great 


and growing ſatisfaction, and with very little 


ſickneſs, and hardly any death in his family 
for near thirty years, which he often menti- 


oned with great thankfulneſs, and as a reaſan 
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for entire ſubmiſſion, when it pleaſed Go 
afterwards to vifit him with great and; heay 
affliction ; his mother, both his children, us 
wife, and his two brothers, all died very ſpon 
after one another, and yet he preſerved both 
decency and dignity of mind and behaviours 
attended their, funerals with a manly and 
Chriſtian compoſure; and I believe no one 
heard him in all thoſe affecting events o 
much as utter an unadviſed word; this was 


the more remarkable, as he was known tab 


ſo very tender, affectionate, and exemplary 
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this world, can eaſily provide for me, and 
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| "His rand. children were ap pparedly,” from 
this time, his nibh care and delight ; then 
deſcend from a beloved daughter, Whoſe fad 
pi "Totten death, in the prime of her da: "my 
in the folleſt happineſs, norwit ſtanding” 
all His firmneſs and fortitude, reached 
5 75 and, as he told me, gave, he belie- 
che ficlt mortal wound to His conſtitu- 
Ane It is their happineſs to have known 
their grand- father, whoſe wife instructions, 
and great example, young as they are, At 
hope, they will never forget. Ir is their great 
advantage to be now in the hands of arents, 
of whote prudence and tenderneſs Mr. Jacob 
hat the greateſt opinion and aſſurance; and 
this, I am well ſatisfied, contributed very 
much to his peace, and comfort, under the 
Pf tehenſions, and approaches of death. 
is gradual declenſion, for ſome years paſt, 
was be viſible, and no body. ſaw it more 
plainly than himſelf. but he would not com- 
p! in, ale he hated to give trouble, and 
new it was fruitleſs; he delighted to ſee his 
friends chearful, and ſtrove to make them ſo; 
he would often ſay he feared nothing ſo much 
as guilt and pain; was greatly thankful that 
he was very eaſy; loved to have his acquain- 
tance about him; 5 made the beſt he 
could of every thing; continued calm and 
lively almoſt without interruption, and would 
often, by ſome or other ſmart, and cheat ful 
expreſſion, divert, and put by, the ſolicitous 


concern, and inquiries of his friends about 
the 155 of his healtn. That 
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That he would W ne mens roher I 0 i = > 
for preſerving of life, ,appears | 1 
fatal journey. Which. e, underr, SY - S 5 
deſire of thoſe, who 8 meant fie „ 
vantage, but very much againſt his gen i. =Y 
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clination, . 8 0 ſtrong deſire o die at 


home, amongſt 


oſe with whom hen bad liz 


ved;. but how much he une ec chat £1 
ſignation to God, diſengagement from. this 
world, and preparation for death, was. mor 
his buſineſs than mere living, may 8 5 
from his own words; in anſwer to a letter 
ſome time ago, wherein his friend had tquch- 
ed upon the deſirableneſs and importance of 
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his life, he writes thus, I am extreamly 


obliged ro you for your prayers, and have 


c reaſon to hope they avail much, eſpecially 
as to what relates to a due preparation for 


a future and better ſtate and world for 
as to what concerns this, it is difficult to 


know what or who to pray for, we being 


apt to think the perſons we value to be of 
great conſequence, when, perhaps, they 
by ſtaying here, prevent others who would 
make a better uſe of their ſtations and 
eſtates. I am conſcious I might have made 


a better uſe of mine than I have done, but 


how they will act who ſucceed me I have 


no right to know or determine, therefore 


I will endeavour neither to be too fond of 
keeping my poſt, nor deſerting it.“ — 
Providence ſo ordered it that he died on : 


the road 1 in an inn, of which, however, grie- 3 
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it was to ba he made nd com laint 
byc- concinued. his courteous and teſpectf 
be bab lour towards the friends who were about 
: Dien to. the laſt ; and died as he lived; with 
| "calmneſs. and reputation, without pain 
without fear, firmly truſting in God, 
. ully ſatisfied with his appointment. And ; 
for my own part, I freely own, I have not 
heard of any private man who lived more 
ecegſcteemed, and died more lamented, in any 
| | place or n e 
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